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he contented himself with a position of the second rank,
although he had by this time expected something more
important.

" But success was bound to come to him in the end ; from
early days he was a favourite of the drawing-rooms ; business
did not hinder him from cheerfully living and letting live,
or from taking part enthusiastically in every pastime of dis-
tinguished society. He ridiculed the sanctimonious bearing
of his companions, and he confessed with a refreshing sin-
cerity how much pleasure he derived from female society
and from all the joys of this world ; even in his old age, he
enjoyed hearing himself called by his old pet name ' Lord
Cupid.' When, after a long sitting in the House of Commons,
he made his way home at a late hour of the night, walking
with elastic stride, always with a flower in his mouth or in
his button-hole, shouldering his umbrella, his tall hat shoved
far back on his head, his countrymen rejoiced at this
picture of old English exuberance. His whole being exhaled
a cheerful ease. The strong, square Anglo-Saxon head,
with the roguish eyes set far apart, suggested at once the
strength of the dog and the cunning of the fox. To his
tenants he was a good-natured landlord ; his cousins and
friends he provided with fat sinecures, in accordance with the
English aristocratic custom, but he never intentionally
entrusted an important office to an incompetent. If an
opponent thwarted his purpose, he never failed, sooner or
later, to secure his revenge ; but, after that, all was forgotten;
lasting animosity was incompatible with this easy-going
nature. He lacked the greatness and the depth of a really
original and powerful thinker. His strength lay in that
subtle sagacity which enabled him to scent in advance
every change of public feeling ; and the longer he remained
in power, the more perfectly he and his fellow-countrymen
learnt to understand one another, until finally he seemed to
them the perfect embodiment of the national spirit. ^

" He had no acquaintance with foreign nations, and he
did not desire their acquaintance; it was only for Italy,